
CITY OF CLEVELAND

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

JULY 10, 2017

MINUTES

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

The City Council Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the City of Cleveland was called to order by
Mayor Shan Ash at 7: 02 p.m.

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Annie Sutton, Bradley Greene, Edward Young, and Nan Bowen.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

On motion by Annie Sutton, seconded by Edward Young, in favor— Bradley Greene and Nan Bowen
and carried unanimously, the Mayor and Council voted to approve the agenda of the July 10, 2017 City
Council Meeting.

APPOINTMENT OF CITY ADMINISTRATOR—TOM O' BRYANT

Mayor Shan Ash asked Mr. Tom O' Bryant to come forward.  Chief John Foster jokingly stated, " You

don' t know what you are in for".

Mayor Ash asked for a motion for the appointment of Tom O' Bryant for the position ofCity
Administrator.  The city accepted applications, conducted interviews and made a decision to offer the
position to Mr. O' Bryant.

Bradley Greene happily made the motion for the appointment of Mr. Tom O' Bryant as Cleveland City
Administrator. Edward Young seconded the motion, in favor—Annie Sutton and Nan Bowen, and

carried unanimously, the Mayor and Council approved the appointment of Mr. Tom O' Bryant as
Cleveland City Administrator. Mr. O' Bryant will begin work July 11, 2017.

Mr. Terry Goodger opposed the appointment.  Mr. O' Bryant was an employee of White County and
Commissioner Goodger stated the county hated to lose him.

Mayor Ash stated he is happy to have Tom on board and looking forward to him being a part of Team
Cleveland. Mayor Ash added the city is planning for good times and a prosperous future.

Mr. O' Bryant expressed his excitement to work for the city and his appreciation for the confidence
given to him by the mayor and council.

BILL BLACK

Bill Black, local citizen, stated it has been thirteen years since he has attended a council meeting.  Mr.
Black came to the council with three items.

1.  Mr. Black commended the mayor and council of the hiring of Tom O' Bryant.
2.  Mr. Black has recently been reappointed by the White County Board of Commissioners to serve

as the at- large appointee for the Georgia Regional Commission. He encouraged the mayor and

council to use the commission' s resources for grants and funding opportunities.
3.  Mr. Black has had an issue with horseback riders riding through his neighborhood and leaving

horse poop in streets and yards.  Mr. Black presented a proposed ordinance to prohibit horses and
various animals from using public property.  The ordinance presented by Mr. Black is as follows:
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BILL BLACK—continued

Horse Riding in the City Limits— It shall be unlawful, at any time of day or night, to ride, drive, or lead
horses, ponies, mules, donkeys, cows, or to drive carriages or wagons drawn by such animals, upon any
public property, public street, street right-of-way, sidewalk or alley way located within the Cleveland
Georgia city limits.  The only exception to this ordinance would be where permission has been granted
by the city to ride such animals in a parade, carnival, or festival, or some similar event.  This ordinance
will be strictly enforced. Anyone who violates the provisions of this ordinance will be subject to a fine
of$300.00, jail up to sixty (60) days or both.

Mr. Black added he felt it was dangerous for horses to ride on city streets. Annie Sutton informed the
horse riders would ride through Ingle' s parking lot. The clerk informed no one has called to make a
complaint on the issue. This is the first the city has heard of a horseback riding problem.

OCCUPATIONAL TAX INCREASE—DISCUSSION

Occupational taxes are intended to raise revenues to support police, fire, and streets. The city has not
increased the occupational tax since its adoption in 1995.

The city is allowed, by law and through our ordinance, to collect an administration fee. The clerk is
proposing an annual $ 10 admin fee to cover the following:
SAVE Fees 0. 50
Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements)

Supplies and postage 1. 50

Admin Time 3. 00

Software support 5. 00

Under code 12- 90 13( c) the city can require rental property owners to obtain a permit. The owners must
have more than five residential units for rent and conduct work on site, such as rental and/ or

maintenance facility.  Whitehall is complying with this requirement, the city will need to inform the
other property owners.
The fee schedule is a$ 110.00 base fee( includes admin fee). If a business states they have one
employee the rate is $ 110.00.

The rate schedule will continue with $25. 00 per full-time employee up to 20. 21- 50 at$ 15. 00 and each

additional employee over 50 will be assessed at$ 10. 00.

The biggest impact will be on those employers that have over 20 employees.  This is not an attempt to

penalize or discourage employment, but reality is the city uses more resources at businesses with a
heavy workforce and patronage.
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OCCUPATIONAL TAX INCREASE- continued

The following is the proposed new fee schedule:
Occupational Tax Table

Base

Number of employees Fee Additional Employee Fee Total

110.00 110. 00

110.00 25. 00 135. 00

110.00 50.00 160.00

a 110. 00 75. 00 185. 00

5 110.00 100. 00 210.00

6 110.00 125. 00 235.00

7 110.00 150.00 260.00

8 110. 00 175. 00 285.00

9 110.00 200.00 310.00

l0 110.00 225. 00 335.00

11 110.00 250.00 360.00

12 110. 00 275.00 385. 00

13 110. 00 300.00 410.00

I- 4 110. 00 325.00 435.00

I;      110. 00 350.00 460.00

16 110. 00 375. 00 485.00

17 110. 00 400.00 510.00

18 110. 00 425. 00 535. 00

19 110.00 450.00 560.00

20 110.00 475. 00 585. 00

21- 50 585. 00 15 per each additional employee 21- 50

10 per each additional

Over 50 1, 335. 00 employee

Bradley Greene stated he felt the increase is justified and overdue.  The city will hold two public
hearings on the increase in August.

GRANT KEENE- CITY ATTORNEY

Grant Keene, City Attorney, did not have new business to report, but will have an item for executive
session concerning real estate.

CHIEF JOHN FOSTER- POLICE DEPARTMENT

Chief John Foster, Police Department, did not have any new business to report.
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NEW BUSINESS

1.  The mayor and council reviewed and discussed a form to use to react to complaints to the

nuisance ordinance.  The form would be used to document complaints of nuisance violations.

Chief Foster has reviewed the form and it is thorough and adequate for use.  Chief Foster

suggested the city develop a citizen complaint form, requiring contact information and a
signature.

Bradley Greene suggested the city research a property maintenance ordinance to allow for the
enforcement of habitable conditions.  City staff will gather information to begin review.

2.  On motion by Nan Bowen, seconded by Edward Young, in favor— Annie Sutton and Bradley
Greene, and carried unanimously, the Mayor and Council approved the minutes of June 5 ( 2),
June 12 ( 2), and June 19, 2017.

3.  Public comments— Cindy Bailey, White County Chamber, informed of several grants the
chamber is applying for to promote tourism in White County.

Mayor Ash and Chief Foster has been approached, at separate times, by John Yarborough of
Truett McConnell University, to have the speed limit changed to a lower speed in front of the
college. Chief Foster explained the road is a state route and the speed is determined by the
Georgia Department of Transportation.  The college may request the city to adopt a resolution to
reduce the speed.  GDOT will require a traffic survey of the area before making a consideration.
Chief Foster stated the last time he asked GDOT for a speed reduction GDOT increased the

speed by 10.

OLD BUSINESS

1.  The crews have started on the new water tank south of town.
2.  The dredging is complete at the sewer plant.  380 pounds of sludge was removed from the pond.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

On motion by Edward Young, seconded by Bradley Greene, in favor Annie Sutton and Nan Bowen, and
carried unanimously, the Mayor and Council voted to enter into an executive session to discuss real
estate at 7: 25 p.m.

RETURN TO COUNCIL MEETING

On motion by Bradley Greene, seconded by Edward Young, in favor Annie Sutton and Nan Bowen, and
carried unanimously, the Mayor and Council voted to return to the council meeting at 7: 57 p.m.

On motion by Edward Young, seconded by Bradley Greene, in favor—Annie Sutton and Nan Bowen,

and carried unanimously, the Mayor and Council voted to offer a purchase price of$36,500.00 for
property located at CO1C 086A LL38 LD2—45 West Jarrard Street. The seller is Daniel Palmer.  Grant

Keene will draw an offer for Mr. Palmer to review and approve. Mayor Ash was given the authority to
sign all closing documents if the offer is accepted.  The property will be developed for public restrooms.
SPLOST funding will be assigned for the project.
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ADJOURNMENT

On motion by Annie Sutton, seconded by Nan Bowen, in favor—Bradley Greene and Edward Young,
and carried unanimously, the Mayor and Council voted to adjourn the City Council Meeting of July 10,
2017 at 8: 12 p.m.
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