
CITY OF CLEVELAND

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MARCH 6, 2017

MINUTES

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

The City Council Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the City of Cleveland was called to order by
Mayor Shan Ash at 7: 00 p.m.

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Annie Sutton, Bradley Greene, Edward Young, and Nan Bowen.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

On motion by Bradley Greene, seconded by Edward Young, in favor—Annie Sutton and Nan Bowen,

and carried unanimously, the Mayor and Council voted to approve the agenda for the March 6, 2017
City Council Meeting.

GEORGIA COMMITTEE TO KEEP YOUR POLICE DEPARTMENT INDEPENDENT—
MICHAEL POWELL

Mayor Ash opened the floor to Michael Powell, Georgia Committee to Keep Your Police Department
Independent. Mr. Powell presented the following:

Good evening, my name is Michael Powell.  I am a citizen of White County.  My wife Kay and I reside
on Blue Ridge Drive in the Sautee- Nacoochee Community in Skylake.  Some local citizens andfriends of
ours, who are colleagues and members ofthe local Support Your Local Police committee, are here with
us this evening to support this effort.

Tonight Iwish to speak about a serious threat to the local control of law enforcement.

We have all watched TV reports ofdemonstrations and race riots, which have erupted throughout
communities all across our country.  Many ofthese planned eruptions have been financed by billionaire
George Soros through his foundation, by the Ford Foundation, and by other liberalphilanthropic
organizations with their seemingly unlimited bank accounts.  George Soros himselfhas financed
hundreds of these anti-law enforcement riots andprotests, which the liberal news media has almost
always presented as having occurred " spontaneously".

Their objective is to convince the public that localpolice and local government cannot maintain law and
order and therefore federal intervention and the takeover ofprotecting local citizens are justified.  By
way ofexample, instigators ofracial turmoil and riotous actions, such as Al Sharpton, immediately after
the riots calledforfederal involvement by saying( and I quote) " Congress must deal with laws that will

change the jurisdiction threshold offederal cases andpolicy.  We needfederal intervention without
delay. (I continue to quote Al Sharpton).  The states have already proven they cannot do the job". (end

quote).

We already have tens of thousands offederal police officers within agencies such as the TSA, the U.S.
Marshals Service, Bureau ofAlcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms, the FBI, as well as many other agencies,
which even include the Internal Revenue Service and the United States Postal Service.  Yes, even the

Department ofState and the Department ofJustice have their ownfederal law enforcement agencies  -
within to the liking; I'm sure, ofMr. Sharpton and other collectivist-thinking minds.
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GEORGIA COMMITTEE TO KEEP YOUR POLICE DEPARTMENT INDEPENDENT—
MICHAEL POWELL—continued

In August 2014, a Congressional caucus called on President Obama to nationalize localpolice.  The

would-be federalization ofour local law enforcement officers who patrol the streets ofCleveland and
protect its citizens is beyond a threat.  It is a real, existing danger that has significant supportfrom a
substantial number ofseated members of the United States House ofRepresentatives.  Ifthese
Congressmen could have their way, they would, in essence, create a police state.

The Obama Administration has already created and authorized a series offederal grants that will
provide technical assistance and incentive funding to localjurisdictions that adhere to White House
regulations in return for being rewarded these federal funds.  In a 1942 Supreme Court ruling, Justice
Robert Jackson stated, " It is hardly lack ofdue processfor the government to regulate that which it
subsidizes".

So, everyone should understand that acceptingfederal grants could easily lead to losing local control of
law enforcement.

Last year, the Georgia Committee to Keep Your Police Department Independent, a statewide
organization, was formed.  This committee is one ofmany " Support Your Local Police" committees

nationwide sponsored by the John Birch Society.  Support Your Local Police committees are meant to
help protect local communities from having their police departments turned into branches ofan all-
poweredfederal government.

Local members ofour statewide committee have initiated efforts to distribute educational materials to
local law enforcement officials, city and county officials, businesses and the general public.  Each ofyou
should have an envelope containing some ofthe educational materials that we are distributing.

So, as mayor and council ofthe City ofCleveland, what can you do?  To help answer that question,
please allow me to share what we have learned.

In our process ofvisiting and working with law enforcement officials across the state, we have
discovered that nearly all ofthem have a serious needfor additionalfinancial support to enable them to
attract and keep good officers and the purchase needed equipment.  By local governments providing
their own neededfinancial support, they can avoid the necessity ofour local policemen and women
depending onfederal grants to meet their needs. A dependency on the federal government to meet their
needs will lead to loss oflocal control ofour police and that would be a disaster to ourfreedom.

Localpolice and local law enforcement is the key to local control.  Backed by informed citizens, the
localpolice are a crucial barrier to a nationalpoliceforce.

In conclusion, we are asking that you, the mayor and council ofClevelandjoin hands with us and the
citizenry ofthis community to Support Our Local Police and Keep Them Independent!

Mayor Ash thanked Mr. Powell for his comments and assured the committee of the city' s support of
Cleveland' s police department.
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GEORGIA COMMITTEE TO KEEP YOUR POLICE DEPARTMENT INDEPENDENT—

MICHAEL POWELL—continued

Bradley Greene stated he had issues with" strings" attached to funding.

Chief Foster stated his department has always received support from the Mayor and Council, Chief

Foster informed most grants are so tied up with strings attached he would have to hire one or two
administrative positions to handle the paperwork. In the end, the funding is not worth the costs of
administering.  Chief Foster added the feds have money assigned for drug rehabilitation and such
programs, but nothing for small jurisdictions. The city takes care of everything on its own and he is
pleased with the progress.

Mr. Powell informed his group goes out to different communities to make sure there is an understanding
of the need for local law enforcement. The group also assists those families of fallen law enforcement
officers.

Mayor Ash stated, for the record, that he encourages the public to interact with the city' s police officers.
Mayor Ash expressed his appreciation of those that put their lives on the line every day.

2017-02 PERSONNEL POLICY AMENDMENT—PURCHASING CARD POLICY

Due to the occasional need to use a credit card for training and purchase purposes, the city must adopt a
purchasing card policy in accordance with state law.

The personnel policy amendment would allow a maximum of$2500.00 for training expenses and
1000.00 for material purchases. The Cleveland Mayor and Council, Finance Officer/City Clerk,

Administrator, and Department heads assigned by the council are authorized to use the cards. The
finance officer audits the card statement every thirty days.

On motion by Bradley Greene, seconded by Edward Young, in favor—Annie Sutton and Nan Bowen,

and carried unanimously, the Mayor and Council voted to approve the first consideration of 2017- 02
Personnel Policy Amendment— Purchasing Card Policy.

CHIEF RICKY PRUITT—FIRE DEPARTMENT

Chief Ricky Pruitt, Fire Department, submitted the department statistics for February 2017. The
department responded to 94 calls— 53 within the city and 41 out in the county.  10 of the county calls
were outside the automatic aid area.

Bradley Greene asked about the radius the city would be able to extend the limits before affecting the
ISO rating.  Chief Pruitt informed the limit is five miles, but the first engine must be able to respond
within six-minutes. The safe distance is 2%2 to 3 miles.
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CHIEF JOHN FOSTER—POLICE DEPARTMENT

Chief John Foster, Police Department, informed the Mayor and Council , the Department of Revenue

was in the area approximately two weeks ago to conduct under cover buys at establishments that sell
alcohol. Of the over twenty places inspected, the department reported no violators.

GRANT KEENE—CITY ATTORNEY

Grant Keene, City Attorney, did not have new business to report.

NEW BUSINESS

1.  On motion by Bradley Greene, seconded by Annie Sutton, in favor Edward Young and Nan
Bowen, and carried unanimously, the Mayor and Council approved the additional services of
police, fire, and sanitation for the Babyland Eggstravaganza Event to be held April 8, 2017.
There will not be a parade and all events will be held on the grounds at Babyland.

2.  On motion by Edward Young, seconded by Nan Bowen, in favor Annie Sutton and Bradley
Greene, and carried unanimously, the Mayor and Council approved the class requests for Beth
Rohmeyer and Connie Tracas for elections training.

3.  On motion by Edward Young, seconded by Nan Bowen, in favor Annie Sutton and Bradley
Greene, and carried unanimously, the Mayor and Council approved the minutes of February 6
and February 13, 2017.

4.  Public comments— Judy Lovell, White County Historical Society, informed the council of
complaints from tourists trying to cross over to enter the historic courthouse.  There is only one
pedestrian crosswalk to the courthouse, which is on the north end of the square.  The historic

courthouse is planning for numerous visitors throughout the year and would like to see the city
address the issue with DOT.  Chief Foster informed the school resource officer will assist when
the school schedules visits to the museum.

Debbie Gilbert informed the mayor and council of issue with people illegally dumping at
apartment complexes. Ms. Gilbert stated people are waiting after the dumpsters are emptied to
fill up with garbage.  Chief Foster is aware of the problem and has code enforcement contacting
the property owners. Chief Foster informed there is a huge problem with people dumping
furniture and he suspects it is the property owners when clearing out apartments.  Chief Foster
suggested the council consider going up on sanitation rates and hire another hand to dispose of
furniture.

OLD BUSINESS

1.  The Mayor and Council agreed to appoint Nancy Christy, Kara Christy, Rush Mauney, Judy
Lovell, and Dennese Stringfellow as members of the 150th Cleveland Anniversary Committee. A
start-up meeting will be held Thursday, March 30, 2017 at 6: 00 p.m.
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ADJOURNMENT

On motion by Edward Young, seconded by Annie Sutton, in favor— Bradley Greene and Nan Bowen,
and carried unanimously, the Mayor and Council voted to adjourn the City Council Meeting of March 6,
2017 at 7: 37 p.m.
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